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WHY SHOULD SCIENCE BE OPEN?[image: ]




“Open Science is the free dissemination of the results, methods and products of scientific research. It is based on the opportunity the digital transformation represents to help develop open access to publications and – as far as possible – to data, source codes and research methods”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.ouvrirlascience.fr/get-started-with-open-science/ ] 

In the context of increasing difficulties in access to scientific literature, of a crisis in citizens’ trust in science, of certain instances of scientific misconduct being brought to light, of an increase in the volume of the data produced, it is urgent for higher education and research institutions to seize the opportunities offered by Open Science:
“[Open Science] is a means for publicly funded research projects to retain control over the results they produce. It builds an ecosystem in which science becomes better substantiated and more transparent, reproducible, effective and cumulative. It aims to democratize access to knowledge, which is useful for teaching and training, and for the economy, public policy, citizens and society as a whole. Finally, it constitutes a lever for scientific integrity and builds citizen trust in science”[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Second French Plan for Open Science ] 

Since 2018, France has developed a national Open Science policy, in alignment with the movement initiated by the Loi pour une République numérique[footnoteRef:3] (Law for a Digital Republic, 2016). The National plan for Open Science focuses on 4 main areas: generalising Open Access to publications, structuring, sharing and opening up research data, opening up and promoting source code produced by research, transforming practices to make Open Science the default principle. [3:  The Loi pour une République numérique anchors into law the principles of open access, where it had previously been carried through contracts. Research publications funded at least 50% by public funds can be made available free of charge through self-archiving after an embargo period.] 

In this context, the University Perpignan Via Domitia (UPVD) reinforces actions in favour of Open Science and commits to progressively deploying national and European objectives on a local scale.
It relies on a steering committee, an adviser for the university, and a network of Open Science Representatives.

FIRST COMMITMENT
Generalise Open Access to publications







Objectives
Make Open Access the default principle for the publications of the UPVD’s researchers and participate in publishing models which support bibliodiversity.

Completed actions
· Created an institutional portal HAL-UPVD in the open archive HAL in 2015
· Put in place a workflow to upload the books published by Perpignan University Press on OpenEdition
· Created the digital heritage library ESTUDI
· Initiated a partnership with Peer Community In (PCI)
· Started a working group on publications
· Signed the Jussieu Call for bibliodiversity

Actions to implement
· Action 1: make the institutional portal HAL-UPVD the official bibliography of the university
· Action 2: implement mandatory upload of postprints in accordance with the Loi pour une République numérique (Law for a Digital Republic)
· Action 3: encourage researchers to publish in PCI and to create communities or even journals on PCI
· Action 4: issue recommendations to responsibly disseminate research
· Action 5: support UPVD journals towards Open Access with Numerev in partnership with the Maison des Sciences de l'Homme Sud (MSH Sud)[footnoteRef:4] and continue the dissemination of books on OpenEdition [4:  This organisation aims to structure research in Humanities at the regional level.] 

· Action 6: create the UPVD Open Science Monitor

SECOND COMMITMENT
Structure and open up research data







Objectives
Support the community in the development or strengthening of practices in favour of preserving, sharing and reusing data produced by the UPVD, in alignment with the principle “as open as possible and as closed as necessary”.

Completed actions
· Created a position dedicated to research data within the University Library in 2021.
· Established a working group focused on research data
· On DMP OPIDoR, a tool to create data management plans, a UPVD workspace has been created and is in progress.
· Transmitted a survey to the scientific community to identify practices and needs in terms of data management.

Actions to implement
· Action 1: structure a support system with the help of relevant services and skills in the form of a one-window service
· Action 2: promote data structuring and management in line with the FAIR principles and provide research teams with appropriate tools for data management, storage, sharing, and valorisation.
· Action 3: offer support for the drafting of data management plans to all laureates of European calls for projects as well as those from the National Research Agency (ANR) and progressively move towards a generalisation of the use of data management plans in compliance with article 6 of Decree 2021-1572 (December 3rd 2021) related to requirements for scientific integrity
· Action 4: integrate the ecosystem Recherche Data Gouv by responding to the call for expressions of interest “Data Workshops” in due course

THIRD COMMITMENT
Raise awareness and provide training on Open Science








Objectives
Disseminate a culture of Open Science within the scientific community (researchers, students, administrative staff) and develop related skills.

Completed actions
· Organised workshops to raise awareness among PhD students (Doctoral School Week)
· Organised training on the use of HAL and on researcher’s digital identity
· Offer individual support for researchers to upload to HAL
· Created the UPVD Open Science website, a reference for the university’s community (providing information, tools, contact information, services)
· Nominated an Open Science correspondent in each laboratory

Actions to implement
· Action 1: continue to develop visits and actions aiming at raising awareness and offer training in laboratories
· Action 2: continue to provide research staff with individual and collective support for HAL, and extend this support to research data management
· Action 3: further develop the training of PhD students
· Action 4: organise events, exhibitions, conferences
· Action 5: include trainings on Open Science in the staff training calendar


FOURTH COMMITMENT
Support the advancement of research assessment methods







Objectives
Take into account Open Science practices in the evaluation and hiring process of researchers.

Completed actions
· Signed the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) in 2022

Actions to implement
· Action 1: sign the Paris Call on Research Assessment
· Action 2: sign COARA (Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment) and participate in COARA’s French Chapter
· Action 3: implement new evaluation criteria in accordance with the objectives and principles of the Paris Call (recognising quality over quantity, diversity of production, research activities, disciplines and profiles, respect of ethical norms and integrity)
· Action 4: rely exclusively on bibliographies extracted from HAL for requests regarding financing, grants, and promotions within the UPVD



FIFTH COMMITMENT
Develop the relationship between science and society






Objectives
Promote research among all audiences, particularly schools, and favour participative research.
In accordance with the roadmap of the “Sciences avec et pour la société” (SAPS, Science with and for Society) labelling project, approved by the Board of Directors on 22/12/2023, the UPVD is committed to integrating the Science and Society component into its Open Science Policy.


Completed actions
· Organised visits for school students
· Hosted a Science Festival (Fête de la science)
· Creation of the House of Sciences (Repaire des sciences)
· Partnership (contribution and co-edition) in the context of the Coordination Territoriale Occitanie Est (CTOE, Territorial Coordination – Eastern Occitanie), and the Youtube channel “Écran de Savoirs” (Screens of knowledge)
· Initiated the contribution to the Université du Temps Libre of Perpignan (University of the Third Age of Perpignan), including through participation in the decisional council
· Organised a “Science Bar” / Participation (via the PhD students’ organisation UPVDoc) to “Pint of Science” 
· Joined the media The Conversation 
· Responded to call for projects around the theme of science and society

Actions to implement
· Action 1: Strengthen the dialogue between science and society at the institutional level
· Action 2: Reinforce the means of scientific dissemination and consolidate the outreach of the university’s research to all audiences
· Action 3: Foster the cooperation between actors, drawing inspiration from projects such as Trait d’Union, the workshop Science-society of the MSH SUD and the living lab
· Action 4: Submit an application for the Science with and for society (SAPS) label
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